
Ceremony Rehearsal 
 

At your rehearsal, you’re not acting out the whole ceremony – you’re simply learning how to walk in, 
where to stand, and how to walk back out with confidence and style. 

The goal is for your rehearsal to feel quick, calm, and easy. Here’s how we’ll walk through it together: 

 

1. We start with everyone in place 

Instead of beginning with the entrance, we jump right to the moment when everyone is already 
standing where they’ll be during the ceremony. Once you know your “spot,” everything else becomes 
much simpler. 

• We’ll place your wedding party so they’re evenly spaced and turned at a slight angle toward 
your guests, not standing stiffly in a straight line. The attendants on the ends will stand just a 
little forward, so everyone is easier to see and photograph. 

• Bridesmaids will hold their bouquets with both hands, low and relaxed in front of them. 

• Groomsmen will all choose one hand position (hands clasped in front or behind) and match 
each other. 
Consistency is key – if everyone is doing something different, it really shows up in your photos 
(and not in a good way!). 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

2. Walk through the outline of the ceremony 

Next, we’ll look at your ceremony draft and read through the section headings out loud so everyone 
understands the flow: 

• Welcome 

• Readings (if any) 

• Vows 

• Rings 

• Unity elements (candles, sand, etc.) 

• Pronouncement 

• The kiss 

• Presentation of the couple (if you’re including it) 

We won’t read the entire script or say vows word-for-word – that magic is saved for your wedding day. 

During this step we’ll also: 

• Note when readings happen, when rings are needed, and when any candles, sand, or special 
items come into play. 

• Double-check that anything needed (like a unity table, candles, etc.) will be set up on the day. 

• Remind everyone never to stand with their backs to your guests for the ceremony. If anyone 
needs to move for a unity ritual or similar, they’ll always return to a position where they’re still 
facing your guests (and your photographer!). 

We’ll end this part of the run-through with where the kiss and presentation will go in the order. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

3. Practice walking out – the recessional 

Since everyone is already in position, we’ll pretend the ceremony has just finished and practice the 
exit first. 

• We start with the kiss and/or presentation of the couple. 

• The Bride receives her bouquet back from the Maid of Honor and exits with the Groom. 

• After that, the wedding party leaves, usually in pairs, even if they entered one-by-one. 

• Then the Flower Girl and Ring Bearer head out. 

• Parents and grandparents follow. 

• Finally, the officiant exits. 

We’ll make sure there’s a nice space between each couple so it looks smooth and elegant, not rushed. 
A good rule: the next pair begins walking when the couple ahead is about halfway down the aisle. 

Once everyone has exited beautifully, we’re ready to practice the entrance. 

 

. Practice the processional (entrance) last 

Now that everyone knows their spot, the entrance becomes much easier. 

We’ll line everyone up in the order they’ll enter, typically something like: 

1. Officiant and Groom 

2. Grandparents 

3. Groom’s parents 

4. Mother of the Bride 

5. Wedding party: 

o Bridesmaids & Groomsmen 

o Maid of Honor & Best Man 

o Flower Girl and Ring Bearer 

6. Finally, the Bride and her escort (often the Father of the Bride) 

The entire wedding party should already be in place before the Bride makes her entrance. Often there’s 
a special piece of music just for this moment, and the officiant will invite your guests to stand with 
something like, “If everyone will please rise.” 

 



5. The hand-off 

The last thing we’ll rehearse is what happens when the Bride and her escort arrive at the front. 

Usually, it goes like this: 

• If the escort is a parent, they’ll give the Bride a kiss and a quiet congratulations. 

• The escort may shake the Groom’s hand. 

• The Bride passes her bouquet to the Maid of Honor. 

• The Bride steps forward to stand beside the Groom. 

• The escort then moves to their seat. 

• The couple faces one another and joins hands in front of the officiant. 

At this point, the Maid of Honor can briefly hand off both bouquets to a Bridesmaid and adjust the 
Bride’s train if needed. 

 

By the end of the rehearsal, everyone will know where to stand, when to walk, and what to do – so on 
your wedding day, you can relax, breathe, and simply enjoy the moment. ������ 

 


